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 Managing an Estate is similar to managing a business, but it is important to      

remember that this is not a business and the needs of all owners and residents need to be taken into account. It is important 

that we build a sense of community amongst our residents. An integral part of creating this sense of community is for members 

to get involved, provide your viewpoint and suggestions. 

I would like to assure you that my door is always open and I would like to encourage residents to come in and have a discussion 

about the gripe or to just say Hello!  There is always a better understanding of things when you are aware of the background 

behind decisions taken.   Should you have a query please don’t hesitate to pop in,  

Communities that have a sense of community spirit stand out from other communities. Lets be that community that stands out 

FROM KAREN’S DESK 

 

A huge thank you to those residents that 

attended the AGM.  It was delightful  to see 

the amount of residents who attended and 

contributed to a most successful meeting.  

Thank you to the Hilton Hotel for hosting us. 

They really did go above and beyond to make 

sure we were comfortable and all our needs 

were met. 

Congratulations to Angus and Don on their 

election to the board.  

Please remember the directors are volunteers 

that are elected by you, their neighbour. They 

have your authority for the daily operation of 

the Estate and will always act in your best 

interest.   

The internal of the gatehouse was in dire 

need of revamping, this has now been       

completed with the installation of new     

cupboards, counter tops, flooring and re 

painting. To complete the look the gardens   

in front of the gate house are still to be     

landscaped. 

To prevent downtime on our security     

equipment, the security committee made the   

decision for the GHOA to carry critical spares, 

these are now in stock so should we be struck 

by lightening or affected by any other       

unforeseen circumstance we should now be 

able to get back up and running in a          

reasonable and acceptable period of time. 

The lightening protection to the fence and 

equipment will be completed this week. 

A new season is trying to break out however 

the  August winds are really hammering the 

plant life.  

Watering at this stage is keeping us busy and 

we are trying desperately to tie up all the 

maintenance projects before our cutting   

season begins in earnest. Weed control,      

6.4 kilometres of fence line needs to be kept 

clear of vegetation, mowing of 5 hectares of 

verge, are some of the challenges we face. 

Reed Buck Valley  pathway has come a long 

way towards completion. The foundation has 

been laid for more great things to come . This 

valley/path  has the potential to add massive 

value to residents, providing incentive to go 

ahead in creating a pathway that circumvents 

the Estate. Both cyclists and joggers etc are 

only too aware of the development outside of 

the Estate. Paths that were available through 

the forest are no longer and going forward I 

foresee further development hence the need 

to be self sufficient as well as harnessing the 

open Estate space more effectively. 

The landscaping around the Gym area is  

complete , transforming that dead area, into 

something worthy, to be enjoyed by all    

pedestrians passing through as well as     

forming a green barrier between the       

buildings there. 

Speed bumps and humps are in the process 

of being put in place. The onus being on the 

GHOA to lessen the risk of injury to all road 

users on this Estate. The demographics of this 

Estate and similarly others is one of all ages. 

Young children abound , babies in prams are 

a common sight on the road edge , the     

numbers of elderly folk residing on the estate 

will increase, and since the road is used by 

both pedestrians and vehicles it stands to 

reason that traffic calming methods must be        

instituted. 

ESTATE NEWS 
 

 



Rob and Tonya Stuart-Hill’s home 

from 4 Eight Close was the 4th house 

built at Garlington and the third 

family to actually move in .  After 

Doug Cornish they have been on 

the estate the longest and what a 

privilege it has been. Rob says it was 

like moving onto a farm back then 

but it has been great to watch all 

the different houses go up over the 

years .  The guards on horseback 

used to walk their horses through 

their property so we felt safe from 

the start. Things have certainly 

changed since then.  

 

 

 

Heritage Day is one of the newly 

created South African public 

holidays. It is a day in which all 

are encouraged to celebrate 

their cultural traditions in the 

wider context of the great      

diversity of  cultures, beliefs, and 

traditions that make up the   

nation of South Africa.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tholie Mbanjwa is our cleaning specialist 

who is responsible for the cleaning of our 

office, gate house, control room and staff 

workspace.  Tholie has been employed 

with the GHOA since 2008 and lives in 

Edendale with her two daughters and 

grand  children.  

Heritage Day  24th September 

A PATCH OF HISTORY 

OUR GARLINGTON TEAM 

Recently we had a visit from 
a pastor with his 5 year-old 
son. As we love to do, we 
took a walk, after breakfast, 
to have a look around. The 
little guy walked in silence 
for a while and then looked 
me straight in the eye and 
said: “Do the Gupta’s live 
here?” We all guffawed, but 
it was one of those          
moments that made me 

take stock…..I wanted to tell him about all the 
friendly people that live here and about the prayer 
gathering we had on the lawns of Garlington,   
praying for our beautiful country…..but all I could 
think of was Psalm 49 and this is from the Message 
Bible: 
 
“So don’t be impressed with those who get rich 
and pile up fame and fortune. 
They can’t take it with them; fame and fortune all 
get left behind…. 
 We aren’t immortal. We don’t last long.” 
 
I love this estate, and have never regretted our 
move here, but that little 5 year-old’s words will 
always be a reminder that nothing here is           
permanent, as beautiful as it may be. Also, that I 
should remain grateful for every blessing I          
experience here, and never stop looking up! 
Submitted by—Rene Anderson 

 

Since taking over the herd last year we have been on quite a steep 

learning curve which to many may seem a no brainer but, to someone 

that has never dabbled in this type of thing, is a new challenge every 

step of the way. While the saying "you can't teach an old dog new 

tricks" doesn't always apply, in this case it applies mainly as regards the 

old dog bit. So, in a nutshell, it's slowly onward gathering information 

as we go. 

We originally bought a herd of 64 animals and were taken somewhat 

by surprise when they began to multiply at what seemed a surprising 

rate! While it's true that nobody was surprised at them multiplying (or 

the reasons and methods as to why) we were a little caught out by the 

speed at which this took place! Before long it felt like we had lost    

control and we had to start moving animals to auction - another new    

experience but stacks of fun to learn how this all takes place. In fact we 

have another 18 or so going off on Monday 28 August so we shall see if 

it's as much fun the second time around. 

Over the past year or so, we have had approximately 40 calves and all 

seems to be going well after we got over our teething problems. 

We unfortunately lost three calves along the way - two in birthing and 

one which picked up an infection and dehydrated before we noticed, 

but our herdsman is an absolute star and handles all day to day issues 

very efficiently. His reporting of problems has also improved             

tremendously so we are able to assist him the moment he notifies us 

of a problem or a requirement.       

The decision to buy the herd and keep them at Garlington still feels like 

the correct one for us. Hopefully it does to the home owners too.  

THE  

NGUNI  

HERD 
Submitted by:  

Pete Christodoulou 



 

We would like to welcome our new board     

members who were voted in at the AGM held on 

the 31 August 2017. 

Welcome to: Don Tully and Angus Finlay 

Our board is now comprised of: 

John Campbell    Clive Rodda  

Brett Beckett    Angus Findlay 

Don Tully     

Whilst taking longer than originally expected, the building work 

and all other preparations are coming together and we are at 

the stage where we can finalise our team of staff and begin 

training them, both in the kitchen and front of house. Having 

spoken to many Garlington residents it has been so encourag-

ing to hear the positivity felt towards Teachers as we are  

extremely excited to offer a venue where residents feel     

welcome, comfortable and well-nourished. Our regular events, 

such as the weekly pub quiz and secret cinema nights, will 

hopefully also act to bring the community even closer and give 

Teachers an environment with a genuinely warm feel. We have 

worked hard to plan and put together a menu of both food and 

drink which will meet your needs in terms of variety and    

quality. This is based on both our own research and experience 

but also from speaking to a large number of Garlington     

residents so that we can feel as confident as possible that we 

shall be catering to your needs. We will soon be at the stage 

where we can share our menus and photos of our dishes, and 

these will be put up online via various platforms to give you an 

idea of what to expect when you come to eat and drink at 

Teachers. We shall keep you updated as to our official opening 

date once it is set in stone and once again, we cannot wait to 

open our doors and welcome you. 

ESTATE UPDATES 

 

 

OUR DEVELOPMENT 

215 Homes have been completed 

20 Currently under construction 

49 Yet to be developed 

The above undeveloped sites  

43 are Residential  

 4  are Commercial 

2 allocated for Parking 

“The only way to make 

sense of change is to 

plunge into it, move with 

it, and join the dance” 

- Alan W Watts 

Please feel free to send any interesting news or pictures you 

would like to share in our monthly newsletter to  

Louise at secretary@garlington.co.za 

Rockjumper Birding Tours 

Rockjumper Birding Tours is a dedicated bird tour company specializing in       

top-quality birdwatching holidays and wildlife safaris throughout the world, 

guided by passionate and experienced professional tour leaders. Our portfolio 

of 300 different tours encompasses 120 destinations, including some of the 

most breath-taking and biologically diverse places on our planet. While our 

quest is first and foremost to deliver the ultimate birding experience, our tours 

are also educational, fun and excellent value for money! 

Rockjumper tours are designed for birders and nature enthusiasts, and the pace 

and emphasis varies from tour to tour. Some are designed to maximize the bird 

species seen, while others are more about pace and amplifying a particular  

experience. For example, tours like Cape Wildflowers or South Africa Birding, 

Wine & Big Game, are about saturating ourselves in what South Africa is all 

about. While our Colombia 1000 Birds Mega trip is about trying to see as many 

birds as possible in an exceptionally bird-rich country. Nestled between these 

ends of the tour spectrum rest the balance of our tours, designed to maximize 

the birding experience without feeling rushed. We make a point to include   

salient highlights in each region, be it the Tigers of India, Jaguars and Giant 

Otters in Brazil, or the Sphinx and Pyramids in Egypt. Our sister companies offer 

an even wider array of trips in wildlife, photography, and cultural tours. 

Join our mailing list to hear more about the amazing bird and wildlife tours we 

offer across the globe! 

OUR NEW BOARD 
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